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DARES MILES TO
PRDDUGELETTER

Mrs. Davis Makes Caus¬
tic Reply to Gener¬

al's Statement.

SAYS HE TREATED
HUSBAND CRUELLY

Not Trusting to One Whose
"Perceptions of Truth Are So ,

Vague and Misty," De¬
mands Photographic
Reproduction of Al¬

leged Letter.

(Special to Tho TlmnB-lJInpalotl.)SAVANNAH, GA., Fob. 20..Writing'to
the Savannah Press, Mrs, Jefferson Davis
calls upon General NcIhou A, Miles to
prodtico a loiter, whlcii' ho claims to have
from her,' thanking him for his kind
treatment of President Davis at Fortress
Monroe or lb coiihc referring to it.
Her letter says In part:

"I havo not the least memory of
haying written such a note to him.
11 Is conceivable that whilst In Igno¬
rance of the facts or In hopeful re¬

cognition of some Improvement in the
treatment inflicted upon ray husband,
I may havo made s'omo acknowledge¬
ment of what I may havo construed as
common humanity .at a time when hud
I known the facts as they existed, I
neither could nor would have written
save In indignant protest.

'.'Forty years havo passed since Gen¬
eral Miles perpetrated mo cruelth-s for
which ho' is now undergoing; some
measure of punishment at the bands of
his own "public. During' thut' period,
he lias not hesitated .to shift the re¬
sponsibility for his acts upon others.
The publication of Instructions under
which he claims to havo acted and
tlio correspondence woldi led up. to
them! have long since convinced every
candid mind that his,-treatmont of Mr.
Davis was gratuitous, neither justified
nor required Ijy tho ^orders of his su¬
periors. ;',:».'.
"Tho puliiio attention cannot bo

deflected from the terrible charges un¬
der which General Miles rests by a
controversy over a letter concerning
even the existence of which no strong¬
er proof. Is ad van ed than tlio hare
assertion of General Miles, Hut In so

, far as it.may-be-of-any" Importance,-'
my estimate of General Miles*/)' ahar-

¦I'MWr In saeli -that'I inn' constrained" td'"
demand that if tho letter exists a

photographic' reproduction showing the
dale! the place of writing, tho contents
and the signature be given to .tho
public. If It Ih of the vltul Import¬
ance which Gcv.eral Miles-seernB to
claim, surely t...j situation from his
own stanu point suggests that the
slight trouble involved would be Justl-
lled.-

"In a memoir of Mr. Davis's life,
written by myself, after his deuth, I
exposed General Miles as fully as I
thought wuk needful, but purposely
edded very llttlo'to tho testimony of
General MIlea's subaltern. Dr. Craven,
furnished in ills "Prison Life of Jeffer¬
son Davis,' printed and published
whilst Mr. Davis was still a prisoner.
1 had experienced so many times Gen¬
eral Mlles's tulrolt evasions and sub¬
stitutions of, his own Invention for tho
truth In other matters, that I did not
choose to rest on my unsupported tes¬
timony. My daughter has answered
General Mlles's untruthful version of ,
his conduct given to tlio public after
forty years of putative silence broken
only by rumors of secret asseveration
or his Innocenco and Investlvc against
me anil In many other of tlio devious
ways with which ho soems familiar.
Willie tlio -witnesses woro alive, why
did be not put in his defense and tax

his subaltern with falsehood? Awak¬
ened to tlio lielnousiicss of his conduct
by a closer association with educated
gentlemen, he doubtless feels tho
Bhnmo which stabs und clings to him
now that tlio passions attendant upon
war are passing nway and he stands
forth revealed to bis countrymen In
his true light. Wo aro cautioned in noly
Writ not to bring1 a 'railing accusation
against any s|nnor however great his
fault and 1 do not desire any controversy
wth any one, especially not with ono

whoso perceptions of truth nro bo

vague anil misty.
".Respectfully,

"V. JEFFERSON DAVIS."

PRESIDENT GIVES UP
HOPE FOR RATE BILL

May Call Extra Session in Oc¬
tober to Deal With

Question.
(Hy Associated Tresa.)

WASHINGTON. Feb. 20..President
Roosevelt, who for weeks has been hopo-
ful that spine definite notion might bo
taken at tho present session of Cnn-
gross on iho railroad rate question, prao-
tlcnllv has relinquished tho Idoa of secur¬

ing legislation on tlio »nibject this, whi¬
ter It Is reasonably cortain that ho will
not cull an extraordinary session of Con¬
gress to meet,- In the spring, but. unless
ho changes his mind, ho will call Con¬
gress together, probably next October.
Represents lives Kseli and Tnwnsond.

Joint authors of tho ratn bill, which pass¬
ed the House, had a talk with tho Presi¬
dent to-day. They agreed with him that
tho prospeot for tho onnctment of rate
loglslutlon at this session .was romoti.
As they left tlio White House, both
Messrs. ISseh and Townsend expressed tho
ronvletlon thut nu extraordinary session
would bo called for next autumn to deal
with the rate question.

D0N0HUE IN COURT
CHARGED WITH LIBEL

(Siicelitl to Tho Tlnios-Plnpatcti.)
MKW YORK, Feb, 30.~Donls ...onohue,

financial editor of tho Now York "Com¬
mercial." whs arraigned hoforu Magis¬
trate Stelnart, In tho Centre Btreet Poll.vo
Court, to-diiy, on a chnrgo of libol, pre¬
ferred hy Herbert Gray, of Havcrh.d,
Mass. The arrest grow out of the ".Fron-.
zled Finance" war waged by Thomas W.
I.awson. Mr. Douohue, In wilting an

article on "Tho Truth About Frenzied
Finance,'' referred to Gray nn a friend
of uiwaoii, who m} a-, pool voom. In
Bwitou. /

POINTER ON THE WEATHER

At 1 A. Mi

| F O I> (ECABT-E'or
T u p. s d ay ntia
Wednesday! Vir¬
gin In.Par 11 y,
cloudy Tuesday,
preceded by ruin
In enrly morning;
Wednesday fair;
light to fresh
north winds.
North. Carolina.
Ruin, followed by
fair Til os d ay;
Wednesday fair;

fresh northwest winds. Conditions Yes¬
terday: Rainy. Temperature:. Max.. il>!
mln., .10; mean, 32; normal, 3(1; precipita¬
tion, .54. Range ot tho Thermometer; 11
A. M. 31; 12 M. 35; 3 I'. M., «5; 0 P. M'.,
40; !» P. M.. 38; 12 inldnlglit, 30; avenign,
80 1-3. Sun rises to-dny, 6:53; sun sets, 5164;
moon rises, 8:26. High Tide: Morning, 5:18;
evening, 0:15.

JSAMUELMTJE'S
IS

He Leaves AH of His
Property to His Four
Young Children.

FOUR BROTHERS
MADE EXECUTORS

They Gave Bond in the Sum
of a Hundred Thousand Dol¬
lars.Are to be Guardians

and Trustees. Monu¬
ment for McCu's Pa¬
rents Provided for.

(Special to The Tlnies-DIspatch.)
OHAKLOTTESVIDLK, VA., ",Fcb. 20.--

Tho will of J. Samuel McCue, hanged
hero February 10th for tho murder of
ills wife, Fannlo Crawford McCue, was

admitted to probate In the Corporation
Court this afternoon.
Four of tho six brothers of the deceased

.William H. Charles M. I^eslie H., and
Edward O. McCue.qunilfiod as execu¬

tors, giving bond for one hundred thou¬
sand dollars In the American' Bonding

Company. _'¦; ,._.., ( .-^j.,..
The* document, which' is In the "liiind-

wrltlng of tho deceased, nnd is dated
September 10th, six days -after the trag¬
edy unit three days after' Mc.Cuo's arrest,
Is ns' follows:

''I, ,T. Samuel McCue, of Charlottes¬
ville, Va., do mako this, my last will
and testament. I desire that .nil of'my
Just debts shall be paid as soon. os may
be conveniently done.

Left to His Children.
"I desire, bequeath.'.grant nnd give my

entire estate,. real, personal and mixed,
of every kind and description, to my
four beloved and darling children.James
William Medic, Samuel Overton McCue,
RUhy .Grigsby McCue and Harry Moon-
McCue, share and shnro alike.
"And I appoint and designate as ex¬

ecutors of my estate my four following
and beloved brothers.William II. Mc¬
Cue, Charles M. McCue, Leslie H. MeCuo
and Edward O. McCue; and while I havo
entire confidence In their. integrity, yet
I deem It be«t that they give some bond¬
ed or guarantee company as security.
"And I further designate and appoint

William H. McCue ns guardian of James
William McCue, Charles M. McCue as
guardian of Harry Moon McCue, hesllo
11. McCue as guardian of Ruby Grigsby
Medio and Edward O. McCue as guardian
of Samuel Cvtrton McCue,

His Brothers Trustees.
"And I further designate and appoint

my four »bovo mentioned-,, brothers as
trustees for my said four above-mentioned
children for the three.boys until thcy.ro-
speclvely. attain thoir majority'or.bccomo,twejity-ono-years of ago, and"for iny said'
daughter, Ituby Grigsby McCue, continu¬
ously, nnd they may use such portions of
hor share of my estate as they may deem
proper for her uso and benefit, af.d us

may bo necessary for-her comfort and
proper stctiivn In life, nnd my said daughi

(Continued on Second Page,)

RUNNING TO RANKS;
MORTALLY STRICKEN

Midshipman Battle, of North
Carolina, Dies at Naval

Academy.
(Ry Assoelnteil Press.)

ANNAPOL,l{3, MD., Fob. 20.-The medi¬
cal authorities at the Naval Academy this
afternoon performed,an autopsy upon tho

body of Midshipman Samuel Wostray Bat¬
tle, to determine tho cause of his sudden
death yesterday. Their examination re¬

vealed tho fact that tho youth's heart
was pot organically weak, syncopo or

heart .failure having been due to. execs-,

slvo futiguo caused by his running to

reach ills plnco In'tho ranks. At the
sumo tlmu it developed thut futlguo was

brought on by a blood clot on his brain
duo lo an o|d wound. This wound on

tho head appears to bo u year or more

old, but It Is not known how ho received
It. Ills father, Surgeon 8. W. Hattlo,
United States navy, retired, will arrive
hero to-morrow to tuko thu body to )iU
homo at Ashoville, N. C.
Tho remains will ho taken trom hero

to-morrow, hut tlio exact time has not
been, determined-
Military honors will ,bo acrordeil the

dead youth, tho whole brigade of mid¬
shipmen and all of the offle'ers und pro¬
fessors at tho Academy attending tho
body lo tho station- While bore Surgeon
Battle will be tho'guest of Superintendent
W, ii, Browflso.ii( o£ tho Nuval Aou4uroyt

THE POLITICAL WHIRL.

STEP iEltEII.
Directors of Sloss-Sheffield Com¬

pany Consider Question
of Price.

COMMON, $150; PREF., $125

Long Talked of, Combination
Seems Now in Fair Way.

of Consummation.

(By- Associated -Press.)
NEW YORK, Feb., 20..Iho ..directors,

and stockholders of. the Sloss-Sheffield
Company held an Important. conference
to-d»y, at which the* question of. prloe
was considered Incidenta-y to a merger,
with the Tennessee Coal and Iron and
the Republic Steel and Iron Companies',
The directors wero reticent as to tho

prlco they would require for the transfer,
of the controlling Interest, but parties
close to the board intimate that as a:

basis of' negotiation, $150 for the com¬

mon and $125 for the preferred would b.e
asked.

It will bo noted that no negotiations
seem to be in progress by the Hoadley
interests with the Tennessee Coal and
Iron people. The parties interested in
the deal bluntly state that there is:no
reason for negotiations with that com¬

pany, as the Hoadley people have actual¬
ly bought a controlling Interest in tho
stock in the opci) market and when they
are ready to carry out the scheme, they
will bo prepared to do so, so far as ».;«
Tennessee Company Is concerned. Tiieso
oame Interests havo also been largo buy¬
ers of tlio 'Sloss-Sheffleld stock In the
open market, but that stock is so held
that a control could not be thus secured
and negotiations, therefore, for such con¬
trol have become necessary.

It is Bald- that John W. Gates is en¬

gineering the combination and that ho
proposes to mako it-a -ormlduble compe¬
titor ot the United States Steel Corpor¬
ation. Mr. Gates organized the American
Steel and Wlro Company and the Federal
Steor Company,- which aro tho principal
subsidiary corporations of the great steel
trust.

Several Meetings.
Several meetings wero held yesterday

In Wall Street, when terms wero dis¬
cussed. An important interest is held by
G. H, Hoadloy and a syndicate, which
he organised, and it Is said a price has
boon llxed for tho Sloss-Shoffleld, $16(1
for tho common, and $125 for tlio prefer¬
red. Tho Houdley interests havo obtaiiir
ed a mujorlty of stock in tho Tennessee
Coal and Iron Company and really con¬

trol the negotiations In Mr. Gates's In¬
terest. These samo interests havo also
been lnrgo buyers of tho Sloss-Sheffleld
Btock in tho open market, but that stock
Is so held that a control could not be
thus secured ffnd negotiations for such
control havo become necessary,

It seems probable that two furnaces
owned by prominent men In tho United
States Steel Corporation, nnd perhaps one

other, will bo Included also In the now

company. -'-: *-\
It is understood nlso Hint the -general

scheme of consolidation provh.es fur pay¬
ing cash for at least a controlling Inter¬
est In the securities of tho various com¬

panies with tho privilege of subscribing
afterward to the securities of a new

company to he formed to tako oyer all
tho companies that aro to go hito tho

consolidation. In addition to tho Ro-

publlc, Sloss-Sheffleld, Tennessee Coal
and iron and Alabama Consolidated, it
seems probable that two furnaces own¬

ed by prominent men In the United Star
Steel Corporation'and perhaps one other
will bo Included in the new company.
Several Important banking interests in

Hlrmlnghani aro in town and It Is sur-

iVlsed that their visit at this time has to

do largely with the last property to which
reference was Just made.

Finance Consolidation.
It is understood tba. se-erul, of tho

most Important banking houses In thla
city havo agreed to Huuneo this consoli¬
dation If control of tho different com¬

panies can ho secured. These banking-
houses In that event would name most
of tho directors and Dm consolidation
would bo controlled much tho same u«

tho American I^ocomotlvo Company was
ut tho outsot.
Persons who havo heretofore been skep¬

tical as to a merger of tho Southern Icon
and Steel properties havo now changed
their opinion and declare that tho long-
ta|kod-of combination seems now to ho
In a full- way or consummation,

Street Committee ..Acts Favor--
ably on the Free Bridge

Matter/

CAUSES LOUDCHEERING

Resolution Adopted Calling for

Early and' United Action
Between- the1 Cities.

Amid the acclamations of a largo and
representative audience': of business men,
the Committee on Streets last night, by.a
hnanimous' vote, .adoi^ed a. resolution: of¬
fered bV'^^"^n"n*Br 'Jttfnor,' reoomiheriJ-
Ing ''that., the Council 'co-operate with
Manchester ;in. constructing a' free bridge
on tlio.site of, the present Mayo bridge.
Thero was no dissenting vo|co' on the

general proposition, though some llttlo
discussion arose oyer the method of pro¬
cedure.. .,T\vo brief speocheg were made

in-advocacy of the bridgo by Messrs.
Stuart Woodward and H. W. Wood, nho"
when Chairman-Pollock announced- that
tho resolution .was adopted and the first
real step had been taken townrd the now

froo bridge,,connecting the cities of'Rich¬
mond and Manchester, there was loud

cheering and hand clapping alt over the
Council-chamber.

The Resolution.
Mr. Minor's resolution is printed- in full,

as follows:
"Resolved, That this committee recom¬

mend-to the Council for adoption.
"(1) A Joint resolution agreeing to co-

operato with Manchester in tho acquisi¬
tion of tho present Mnyo's bridgo, If it
can be obtained at a satisfactory prlje;
and in building a new bridgo on or about

the site of said Mnyo's bridge; tho cost of
snld now bridgo to be thereafter deter¬
mined. !

"(2) A Joint'resolution authorizing this
committee, in 'conjunction with the city
engineer and city attorney, to negotiate
with tho proper commltteo and officers
of tlio city of Manchester,' with a view
to securing an agreement between tho
two cities ns to the terms upon.wh.ch and
-moans by which a proper site for tho
said bridgo shall bo acquired, as to tlio
character and cost of said bridge, and as

to all other matters as to which' it Is
necessary jor desirable that the two cllles
should net In unison."
In order to save time. Cnptnin Mills

and somo other members desired the
Street Commlttop to take notion which
would send the scheme 'further on 'Is
way, but tho city attorney, who was

present, advised that Mr. Minor's reso¬

lution bo adopted, and his advice- was

followed.-
A Popular Move. ?

Tt'hns boon demonstrated beyond all
question Unit the eltlssens of Richmond,
and espoclally the business men favor
the early building of a free bridge on the
Fourteenth Street site, and that them
Is a. rftrong.'slmllnr sentiment In the Coun¬
cil, outsldo of the, Streot'Comnilttoc, which
body seems to be In hourly, accord with
tho business community. The old Mayo
Rrldge nnd site are held at ¥127,500 If the
Finance Committees of the two Councils
shall consider tills price too high. ihey
may proceed to condemn tho property
and secure It for less, but It lookH as if
tho now bridge Is a practical certnlnty,
and that It will ho constructed as

soon as tho Councils of Richmond nnd
Manchester can g<> through tho prelimi¬
naries necessary for Its construction.

41 WANT HELPTO-DAY.
Tho -10 advertisements (or holpnub-

Jlshod in to-duy's I'lmos-Plspatoh on

pagoSuroas t'ollowa:

4 Trifdos, 29 Domoatics.
4 Agouts, }0 Miscellaneous,

2 Sulesmou,

Tills not only Interests those out of
work, but those desiring to Irr-prove
their positions as well.

IMMENSE LOSS
IN BOSTON FIRE

Flames Apparently Unchecked
and Beyond All

Control.

STEAMER BURNED AT WHARF

Believed That Two of Sailors

Have Been Lost.Wharves
Destroyed. :,

(By Associated Press.)
BOSTON, Feb. 21..A loss roughly esti¬

mated^ at: half a million dollars was

caused by"-a lire that,- breaking Ot»t In

Pier 4 of the HoosSc tunnel docks, early
to-day, destroyed Piers 3 nnd" 4, damaged
Pier 5. burned tho upper works of tho
Furnoss-Loyland line steamer Phlladel-
phlan, und dnmaged the steamer Ualton-
hall. An immense grain olovator ad¬
joining was"'saved. The Hro was under
control at 2:45 A, M.

(By Associated Press.) \

BOSTON, MASS., Fab.--21..A flro caus¬

ing immense losses hroko out on pier
four of tho Hoo'soc 'funnel dock, Charles-
town, early- to-day. Its origin has not

been determined, 'but hi'believed to havo
started from spontaneous combustion.
Five alarms brought the greater part

of the apparatus'Of tho city to tho scone.

Tho ilaintw'spread with startling rapidity,
communlcatJnK with the Furness-Leyland
Line steamer Philadelphia, w'hloli was tied

alongside the pier, and in a few moments
was in (lames from stem to stern.

It Is foaired that two of the sailors havo
Ibeen lost. When tho Humes were discov¬
ered most of tho crew Jumped overboard,
Captain Dickenson himself hanging by a

ropoSaver the boat's side untM ho was

assured that no otio remained pn board.
From tho Philadelphia the flames

lumped ovor to Uio steamer Dalton/liall,
of the Antwerp Line, which was soon

aflame. It is thought that the. crew of
tho Daltonbnll escaped. The flames are

apparently unchecked nnd fceyond con-

tlTlio two (lroboats responded to the
alarm, but for nn hour tho wawr thrown
Tjy 'them had no appreciable ortoct ujhjii
tho "lames. The wharf wnaiillleu with
valuable inrportcd goods.
To Philadelphia arrived hero Satur¬

day from Liverpool. Tho Daltonhall wis

loaded with a valunlblo cargo and was

to have sailed to-morrow.
Piors three nnd four havo boon de¬

stroyed, and the steamers Michigan, of
tlio warren Line, and tlio steamer Miur-
tello are threatened.

Fire Under Control.
Later.At 2:30 o'clock this morning It

was bolloved that tho Bpread of tho flames
hud beon chocked, and that tlio loss

would bo confined to Piers 3 and 4 und the
steamers Philadelphia!! and Diiltonhall.
At thai hour tho upper works of tho
Philadelphia!! woro burning, but It was

thought that tlio flames would not reach
tho hold.
Sho has a cargo valued at throo quar¬

ters of a million dollars. One-fourth of
her cargo, which Included live thousand
bales dt wool, had boon discharged.
Litter It was ascertained that nil the

crow of the Philadelphia!! had .been saved.
Captain Dickenson's wife was takon
ashore In n boat.
So fur as known at that hour no lives

hud been lost. The Daltonhall was loaded
with grain, but It was bolloved .that tho
boat would not he a total loss,
At 2:45 Hie. Hro was said to bo Uiidh'

control. Tho total loss now la roughly
estlmatod at $500,000.

PRESIDENT'S PLANS
FOR SOUTHERN TRIP

(By Associated Press.),
JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Fob. 20,-Pres-

Idont earner, of tho Jacksonville Board
of Trade, has returned from Washing-
Ion, wheio ho went In extend to Presi-
den,t Roosevelt an Invitation to visit Jack-
sQiivlllo.
Tho President assured him of his ac¬

ceptance of the invitation, In a tour to
include Richmond, AfBlanta. .Montgom¬
ery and possibly somo other Southern
cltjes. but fixing no dcflnlto time for
tho visit.,.«

THE WIDOW OF COL, PETTIT
DIES VERY SUDDENLY

(Sneclal to Tho Times-Dispatch.)
PALMYRA, VA. Feti- 20..Mrs. Po.lk,

wife of tho lato Colonel William R. Pettlt,
op this place, died suddenly thla after¬
noon at 1 o'clock. Tho funeral arraugo-
meuts buvo not yut been aimuuiWiO*

BENEATH TONS OF EARTH

MEET FRIGHTFUL DEATH
t"i

PUSHJ1L FIGHT
Assures Campbell That

Investigation Will be
Thorough*

STRUGGLE BEGINS
IN OTHER STATES

Texas, Winconsin and Okla¬
homa Territory Join Hands
With Kansas in Paving

Way for Stringent
Anti-Trust Leg¬

islation.
/
(By Associated Press,)

"VVA SHINGTON, Fob. 20..Representative
Campbell, of Kansas, the author ot tho,
resolution for nn Inquiry-into the opera¬
tions of the oil Interests, had nn oxtonrled
'conference with President Roosovo.lt re¬
garding tho Investigation- Mr. Campbell
Informed the President ho had received
from tho Texas Legislature a -telegram
urging him to.roquost the President to
extend tho proposed Inquiry to tho
methods of the Standard- in tho Beau¬
mont field. The Standard Oil Company,
Mr. Campbell tQld the President, was pre¬
paring'its defense and would resist to
the utmost the government's, investiga¬
tion. ''''..'¦'¦"'.'
President Roosevelt assured Mr. Camp¬

bell that all tho power of his administra¬
tion necessary would be usediln tho in¬
vestigation he is undertaking through tho
Bureau ,of Corporations Into the affairs
of the Standard* Oil Cmpany, to tho end
that the small producer, dealer and con¬

sumer alike shall have fair treatment,
and that tho same time no Injustice shall
bo done tho Standard Oil Company-or any
other concern. .;..;. ¦,

Struggle in. Kansas.
(By Associated Press.)

TOPEICA, KAN, Fob. 20..On account of
a small attendance of members tho
Kansas House to-dity deferred its consid¬
eration of tlio antl-dlscrlminatlon bill un¬

til next Friday. It will bo made a spe¬
cial order for that date, and will be push¬
ed through: as rapidly ns possible. The
Holdren bill, prohibiting the pumping of

gns, will be considered by tho Senate this
week. It Is conceded that thoso bills
will pass and this will end the battle for
the oil producers so far as legislation Is
concerned. -

'

It is likely thud Iho Stato of Kansas
wilhmako an independent Investigation into
the, affairs-of tho Standard OH Company
in addition to the ono promised, by tho
Federal government.
Tho Senate to-day passed a resolution

protesting against tho extension of tho
"Foster lenses" In tho Indian Territory.
Tho protest was tolographed to President
Roosevelt to-night.
,- ¦

Wisconsin in Line.
(By Associated Press.)

MADISON, WIS., Feb. 20.-Pollowlng
the example of tho Kansns Legislature,
the "Wisconsin Leglsluturo, It Is said,
will soon Investigate tho Standard- Oil
Company. Two measuros will bo pressed,
ono a Joint resolution for nn Investigation
of tho methods of the Standard Oil Com¬
pany in Wisconsin; tho othor a bill look¬
ing to stringent anti-trust legislation.

Oklahoma Takes Up Fight.
GUTHRIK..OKLA., Fob. 20.-A bill pro¬

viding for a torrltorlul oil roilnory will
ho presentod In tho House. The mens-
uro will also, It Is snld, compel any cor¬

poration operating In Oklahoma to sell
Its product nt an equal prlco throughout
tho territory.

THE ENTIRE TRAIN
LEAVES THE TRACK

Fireman Buried Under Tender.
Two Passengers

Hurt.
tSpeclal to Tho Tlmns-PIspatcli.)

FRONT R0VAL, VA., Feb. 20,-Knst-
bniind passenger train N». 311 of tho
Southern Railway, Jumped tho irack
while rounding a sharp curve nt tho "V,"
one nfllo from this place, this morning,
causing severe Injuries to ono pussongcr
and tho engineer and fireman; also de¬
molishing two cars nnd the onglno.
After leaving tho truck Iho train ran

nbout fifty yards, dragging tho express,
baggage and mall coaches, which were

upturned.
The train hud Just left the station here,

mm, accord ng to tho engineer's report,
wns running ut tho rnto orilfteen mllos
per' hour, when tho englim suddenly
lurched and left tho track, taking with it
Iho entlrn train, leuvlng the truck com¬

pletely clear. The engineer, who was

making b'" llrst run on this branch,
Jumped. Tho fireman, when found, was

burled under the tender and coal, and a

nick and shovel had to bo employed he-
ij'oro ho was extricated, A mlraoln was

wrought in saving tho lives of tho pas¬
sengers, a large number ot whom woro
'
Thoso Injured were: William Mooro,

onglneor, of Alexandria J arm dislocated,
limbs sculded, fueo bruised; Nat Thorn¬
ton, colored, fireman, of Alexandria; body
«md limbs scalded, face cut; Kdwurd
Mitchell, of Strasburg; hack und Internal
Injuries; C. M. Chiles, of Slrasburg; leg
Injured. Physicians wero summoned from
.i'roiu Roi'al aiul strasburg.

Terrible Disaster Eight-
teen Miles From

Birmingham.
THE ACCIDENT WAS
DUE TO EXPLOSION

Relief Trains Being Rushed td
Scene, But Little Hope

of Rescue Exists. .,

FOUR DEAD; FOURTEEN ,
HURT IN OHIO MINE

Boiler Exploded, Hurling Men!
in All Directions and Blow¬
ing Building to Fragments.

President of the Local
Union Among Those
Who Are Kilted.

(By. Associated Press,)
BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Feb. 20..By an

explosion .In tho Virginia Minos, about.
eighteen miles southwest of,'Birmingham
at 4 o'clock this afternoon between 110
hnd'136 union minors,aro entombed, and
It is '.behoved that tho entire- number
suffored death. Scorns, of vigorous res¬
cuers aro at work digging Into the nllna '

to rollevo tholr friends and comrades on
tho Inside.
Tho explosion Is believed to havo boon

oaused by an accumulation of /dunt,- a)-.".-,
though tho mine has, heretofore been *.

noted- for being entirely ,froo from dust.
It'Is also believed': that' ns .. tho entire
quota has probably beon killed, the details'¦'¦..
of tho cause ot the disaster will never

bo known.
Details Meagre.

Tho nows spread like'wlldflro through¬
out tho whole district. The carjip Is1 al¬
most Isolatod from tho rest of the world,',;
as thoro is no. telophorto station' nt" Vir¬
ginia,' and. the .only. wire.running to-the ¦',-.
place is a dispatcher's. \.;lr.o,. of the.Birr,,
mlngham Mineral Railroad, pn wh'loh "Vlr-;
glnla Is located. Details'of the-'disaster ;'
w:ere slow to corho in, but each man-who
arrived in the city from tHo scene told'
a moro gruesome story 'of tho horror.
The class of miners employed was the

best In tho district, and all belonged to
tho United Mlno Workers of America..
Since tho strike has been on In tho' Bir- ,'
mlnghnm district many'of tho most skill¬
ful and thrifty miners.of Pratt City and'
other Important mining points have re¬
moved to the Virginia Mine, so that the
mines wero being worked .by tho most
Bkilled miners of the district.

Work of Rescue.
Rellor trains wit hsurgeons and work¬

men wero dispatched from' both" Blr-
mlngnam and Bossomor as soon as tho
news of tho disaster was, learned. They
began the work of succor in .earnest
before six o'clock, and at midnight hadI
not gotten half way through the mass

of dobrls. It Is thought that It wlll.be
10 o'clock to-morrow morning boforo tho
Interior of tho slopo Is reached. Tho .'
slopes aro well arranged,' and thoro han
novor boon the loast troublo In tho mines
before. Tboy aro ownod by the Alabama
Steol and Wlro Company, hut aro leased
and operated, by Roid .& Company.

J. IX Hillhouse, assistant stato mlno
inspector for Alabama, will go' to tho
mines early to-morrow morning to in-
vostlgato tho disaster offlolally.
Prosldont 13d. Plynn, of tho Alabama

United Mlno Workers, and National Com¬
mitteeman W. R- Fairley, together with
Joo Halllor, district organiser, have loft;
for tho scene.

President Flynii said before leaving
that there woro 13f> mon employed in
the mlno regularly, but os yesterday was

pny day he could not say whether tho
full quota was in the mine at tho thna
of tho disaster or not.

FOUR DEAD; FOURTEEN
INJURED IN OHIO MINE

Men Hurled in All Directions
by Explosion of Old

Boiler. »

(riy Associated Press.)
ST. CLiAlRVILldS. OHIO, Feb. 20..

Pour men are (load and fourteen Injured,
six of them sorlously, ns the result of
tho explosion to-day of a stationary
holler at No. 1 Mlno of tho Provldonou
Coal Company, near here. Among too

cloud Is Wllllnm Adams, president of tho
local branch of the united Mine Workers
of America.
Tho mine, shaft, which hnd Just re¬

cently boen completed, has not been ope¬
rated dally on account of Installation of
now mine muchlnory, hut the employes
reported ovory day to learn If their
vices were needed.
To-day was wet anil cold, und the in-'n

congregated in tho boiler house, a tem¬
porary structure, equipped with nn old
holler, which ..ad boon used In sinking
the shaft, and wus still In use pending
ijio instullullon dt tho new boiler.
Without a moment's warning the hollo.,

exploded with a lerrltlc report, hurling
the men In all directions find blowing the
building to fragments,

SEVENTIETH CAN'T
ESCORT PRESIDENT

(By AswolnteJ Tress.) ,.,.WASHINGTON, fob. 'f0.~General Wil¬
son, chairman of tho Inaugural Commlt-
leo, has been advised by Colonel lilg-
glns, of the Seventy-first Regiment of lot
rantry of Virginia, thai that entire coui-
nuuxl Is anxious to march In tho parade
as tho personal escort of President Roose¬
velt or as part .if that esoorl, Qenoral
Wilson has IhnnUed Oolon«l iiigglns and
Ills men but explained that C,«neru| u.al-

f.»,-, th.. gruiul marshal of, the parads, has
already assigned U»" c.iiip.u.y of Rough
Riders and Squadron "A. of ttW *of*«
as this vUiiidoiRlul escort.


